—

o

CAD BRIDGES THE SOFTWARE CURTAIN

Cyco signs with Soviets

By NicoLas MOKHOFF

Atlanta — A letter of intent has
been signed by Cyco International
here thh the Soviet “Mnistanko-
‘prom” agency to “Russify” Cyco
CAD software and have the Sovi-
ets provide Russian software in
~ English to the American market.
 The agreement was reached at
the conclusion of the first-ever Au-
toCAD Expo Moscow. It is signifi-

- cant because it goes further than
any other software deal to establish
normal software programming re-
lations between the two superpow-

ers, industry analysts note.

~ The deal was made possible as

a direct result of the Soviets re- -

laxing their copyright laws—an-

other testament to Gorbachevs

perestroika campaign.

The letter of intent stipulates

the following four points:

® As a first step the Soviets
buy several software programs

for studying and adaptation.

® Cyco delivers detailed de-

scriptions of the programs with the
[intent of possxble distribution of the
programs in the Soviet Union.

e The Soviets provide detailed
 descriptions of their own software
~packages. for analysis and potential

distribution in the world market.
® Both sides, by the end of
1988, have to come up with a
charter and a place for an organiza-
tion that will work toward mutually
beneficial economic relationships.
~ "The Russian people are now
buying a lot of western software,”

says Vincent Everts, Cyco's
president. “They are equally ea-
ger to eamn hard currency by get-
ting their software, which is very

. high quality, into the U.S. mar-
ket.” Consequently, along with

their Soviet connections Cyco is
currently investigating a dozen

- products and plans to market the
‘best of them internationally.

So far, Cyco's products have
been distributed in the Soviet Un-

_ionby Quest Automation, an Eng-
lish oompany with a 15-year-old of-

fice in Moscow that specializes .in
seling CAD solutions. Quest’s

technical director, Paul Bygrave,
says that “their Russian clients love

the Cyoo products which comple-
ment our AutoCAD products.”.
By hook or by crook, of course,
Soviet designers get a hold of what
they want or need. With the re-

forms, Russian “companies”
~willing to spend hard currency as
‘well as eam it legally. “According

to reliable sources, there are more

than 15,000 illegal copies of the -
AutoCAD programs ﬂoatmg,

around the Soviet Union,” says
Vincent Everts, president of the
American subsidiary of Dutch-
based Cyco, founded by Everts in

1983. “Now with the new copy-
right laws, not only AutoCAD, but

any software from the West can be

;dxstributed in a legitimate business-
like fashion.” Everts predicts that

within a year many more coopera-
tive agreements will be signed,
simply because it is in'the Soviets’

“best interests to share computer
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. software mformauon with the
‘West.

Evert’a company was the only
U.S.-based concern invited by

‘AutoDesk Ltd. in England to par-
ticipate at the Moscow expo.

While the entire expo consisted of
only 10 companies, more than

110,000 visitors stopped by during
the five-day event.

In Cyco's case, the two pro-
grams that will be showing up in

the Russian language first are Au-

toManager and The Flying Dutch-
man. AutoManager offers Auto-
CAD users the ability to view
AutcCAD drawing files without
the need to have AutoCAD in the
system. “Fast viewing of tots of
drawings without the hassle of

AutoCAD has been the desire of a

large part of the 170,000 Auto-
CAD users,” says Everts.
The Flying Dutchman version

5.0 is bridging software that can
transfer files between PCs via the

parallel port at speeds up to
280,000 baud instead of the usual
115,000 baud used by competi-
tors like Lap Link-and Brooklyn
Bridge, which use the senal port.

About the new atmosphere in

the Soviet Union, Everts states,

“l was struck by the difference
between what | saw and my ex-
pectations.. The Russians dis-
cussed the changes in their coun-

- try openly and intensely; in doing

so, they complained so much

" about the government and bu-

reaucrats that for a moment [
thought I was back in the States!”
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