
Cut and paste 
The new Natlon~I Cun-lci:!::m 
requires schoolchildren to be 
tamlllar with computers: word 
processln&, database and spread­
sheet management and 10 on. 

Now the Govemment cuts 
spendln& on Information tech'lolo­
&Y education by £5 million - by 
nearly a half. 

This will reduce the number of 
advisory IT taachera by a similar 
mar&in, thus puttln& more pres­
sure on already overworked 
teachers who will presumably be 
expected to take more of the 
computer teachln& responsibility 
themselves. 

Leamln& to use a computer Is 
far more complicated than learn• 
In& to drive. Few people would 
want thei r children to be tau&ht to 
.drive by someone just learnln& to 
dr1ve themselves, yet It seems 
that computln& Is to be tau&ht by 
people who are Just plckln& up the 
subject on their own (probibly In 
their own time too). 

Computers can be an invaluable 
time and tedlum-savin& tool - any 
micro owner can tell " you that. 

ey can be a le11t1mate leisure 
tool. But they can also de&ener­
ate Into a &lorifled toy. If children 
don't ,et the rl&ht Impression first 
off they will treat computers as a 
mystical box of tricks that can 
play nice ,ames which are far 
more lnterestln& than the-patchily 
tau&ht and borin& 'proper' uses 
beln& demonstrated In lessons. 

Time and a&aln Britain has lost 
out because of Insufficient Invest­
ment In education and 
technology. If cuts like this are 
made at such a erass roots level 
It Is difficult to see how any 
amount of tralnina Investment 
made later by trade and Industry 
Is aoln& to remedy thin&•· 
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QUEEN: OF,lf HE 
HACKERS ';:.•: .-- .. 

would find adults sending out 
the phoney orders," said 
Huse. 'We were jolted to dis­
cover the kids were 14 
year-olds. This woman was 
exploiting their fascination in a 
new med'rum. We an hate to 
see kids getting involved in 
something fike this.' 

Leading the case was 
Chicag~ased secret agent 
M•ke Cleary. He told fxpress: 
-We tracked back some of the 
hackers after they had pene­
trated various systems and 
found her to be at the centre 
or tne operation. We arrested 
her last Apr~ and she's now 
being detained at the 
Metropohtan Correction Cen­
tre in Chicago. 

A Chlca,o based woman 
faces ten years In Jail alter 
allegedly recrultln& 
Impressionable youn&sters 
t o defraud lar,e compa• 
nles by computer hacklna. 

LyM Doucett has been 
accused of setting up a net• 
work of 60 teenagers 
throughout the US who were 
employed to hack into ccm 
pttters and obtain people's 
credit numbers which they 
then used to access seNices. 
Doucett. 35. then l)OCketed 
some S1.5 mAon raised by 
the teenagers, some of whom 
were as young as 14. 

She 1s currently being 
detamed in Chicago charged 
With computer fraud - her trial 
is pencilled in for early 
August. Some of the young 
hackers are also being 
charged although they will not 
be incarcerated. 

Like Chhfles Dickens· dell> 
ous fa gin she set about 
exploiting the dtJbious talents 
of youngsters for her own 

ends, say US secret service 
agents. Doucett made con• 
tact with the teenagers bt 
logging onto bulletin boards 
around tt,2 country. She then 
taught them how to hack into 
computers and told them 
whteh networks to break into. 

US Secret Service agent 
James Huse - who helped 
track Doucett down - told 
Exoress: ·She was the leader 
of a national conspiracy which 
at one time consisted of 
about 60 young hackers. This 
is the largest hacking netwofk 
I've ever come aetoss." 

He said: "She got them 
intrigued by the prospect or 
gaining access aver tele­
phone Tines to forbidden 
places. For them it wasn't 
defrauding anybody. It was 
just playing a game: 

Secret Service agent~ (who 
are respcn51l>le for tackhng 
computer come in the USI 
were alerted to the operation 
when various companies 
found they had been defraud-

Amstrad •y ~ • 

the benevolent 
Amstrad's first venture Into 
charity sponsorship has 
raised a tasty £165,000 
for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Group. 

Boss Alan Sugar was In the 
thick of the Amstrad Pro­
Celebrity tennis tournament. 
Indeed, the tough tycoon man­
aged to win along with Vijay 
Amritraj stuffing Terry Wogan 
and John Lloyd in the pro­
cess. 

Other names on hand includ-
ed frank Bruno, Jimmy 

Tar buck. Janet 
Street.Porter and 
Nigel Dempster. Sir 
Richard Attenbor­
ough - Y.tlo is 
president of the 
MDG - presented 
lhe silverware to 
the winners 

Although Sugar is said to be 
extremely generous in l)livate 
to wo~ causes this is 
the first llme in usually surly 
company has openly backed a 
charity. ■ 
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• A new montM- magazile is to be 
~ conceotratilg on the virus 
probkm. V.-us &letil wl be flj of 
e6ION1 and v.t ooude contributions 
from various upe,ts. l.'cre on 0844 
290396 ... 

• Tandy Ids us that al the 
OOsaYOlfy hacks covemg ths year's 
Wtlllbledon are uq its special com­
puter supj)O(t smce. The journos 
are basicat, dorig thei tlq on 
Tandy Pottables and then ~ rt 
tlv'ougll to the sporls desk. 

• Busiiess soft'qe firm IJ.letree has 
llldergone a smJtaneous manage­
ment buy out 11 ~ UK aod its US 
offices ... 

• Clares h.ls iust finshed a sequence 
of aoimabens for tm'Wales put 
together on lhe Atthrnedes. The 
work was done for a new Welsh~ 
guage qw shcr,I' l reahKes 
aer()l)laoes flyrlg arOt.lld and saolilg 
backgroood Clares was responsille 
for wen on kld<ies stxr,,, GMg 
live. .. 

ed. They followed Doucett 
because she is weU known as 
•an old hand at while collar 
crime". She was oreviously 
convicted of computer fraud 
in Toronto. 

"When we began our investi­
gation we assumed that we 

·w e can her the Queen of 
the Hackers.'• 

Arting around 
Buddln1 Ami&• artists now have the chance to show off ind win some 
excitinc prizes by enterinc the Ed'lnblqh htemllional Festini 2nd 
Computer Animation Competition. 

leacin& Commodore hardware ind software distributor Ami11 Cen­
tre Scotltnd Is 11ain orianisin1 the competi1ion. with the finalists 
entries due for cfrsplay at the Computer Animation Exhibition. 

:r.~"';'• ~~~;.ir:',J~ Closln& date for the 
... ! ~S ~~•tc0·~it., entrle1 - which can be on 

, ~;",1~ ;,~t ~~~;q:;V!~""iJ disll or PAL VHS videotape 
- is 24th Aucust. Further 
detau from Ami&• C.ntre 
Scotland on 031 
5574242.• • 

~ 

• SplWnln& 1 masterpiece: 
Can you beat thb? • 
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This is the modem 
world 
Portable PC 01mtrs can now send and receive data on the move via 
ceRular telephone and the latest cellular modem from Racal-Vodata. 

Wel&hln& In at 710a (l .Slbsl, the £600 modem allows you to commu­
nicate with other modem users and access networts ib Micronet and 
Pmtel. Even In severe reception conditions, data throuchput Is d1lmed 
to be shall). 

W'rth lull autodiaV autoanswer faclfrties. the modem has a low power 
conSU1T1ptlon, mlnimisinr any reduction of "tlllk-t!me" on battery-pow• 
ered Vod,to11es. Accordin& to Racal•Vodata, the COLC modem brin&s 
the "portable office" one step closer - the unit Is itself certalnly smaft 
enou&h to make little difference to anyone 1lready canyln& a portable 
computer and Vodafone. 

Vtrslons of the modem compatible wf1h the the N!C llA Ind Pina• 
sonic C series of cenutar telephones are avaHable now. and others for 
the Autoffne and new Talkman rance-s from Nokia Mobira and the 
MCR40 from Pht1lps are on the way. M NEC 9A version h also undtr 
development, and the modems wiU thus cover nearly 40% of the tolll 
Vodafone submibef base. 

Nomadic executives can find out more on 0635 332S1. ■ 
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