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ATTENTION MEMBERS!! 
Next 1eeting, Thursday, April 6th at Devon Gables Health 
Care Center in the Executive Dining Roo1 at 6150 E Grant 
across fr01 the Price Club at 7p1. Look for the BLUE 
AWNING!!! Ed NcCullough Nill de10nstrate Tl-Basa. 

GENEVE USERS WORKSHOP 
Second Tuesday of each 10nth at 7:30p1 !April 11th!, 
David Or1and's h01e - 2227 E Drach1.n - 795-2005 

NEW GRAPHICS WORKSHOP!!! 
Every other Friday at 7:30p■ (April 14th • 28th!, ~ark 
O'D•yar's ho1e - 4014 S Desert Springs - 747°5744, 

GENERAL USERS WORKSHOP 
Third Tuesday of each ■onth at 7:30p1 (April 18th). 
Nathis' ho■e - 5941 E 26th - 747-5046. 

ADVANCED LANGUAGES WORKSHOP 
Fourth Tuesday of each ■onth at 7:30p■ !April 25th), 
R~J 3tjiidr~·s Ho1i - 7575 E Loga~ - 745~bij7i 

SWAN'S POND 

by Ed« /'fcCJrg,,;,r 

l received ■y second issue of the 9640 NEWS fro• Beery 
Miller, There was a FairNare progra■ on the disk fro■ 
Ger ■any, a graphics progra ■ called Kugel, This progra■ 
was de■onstrated and given to those who •ere interested. 
A Public Do■ain disk of so1e ~DOS routines was also 
de■onstrated, 

More progra■s are co1lng out for the 9640. To■ Wynne has 
written a Fairware progra ■, RLE2GIF,which allows you to 
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LIBRARY ADDITIONS 

GUADLISTER is a Fairware progra■ fro■ Greater Ta1pa Bay 
User's Group, It is the wort of their librarian, Her ■an 

Hieuwendial. You have a choice of l sizes of printing a 
disk catalog in regular or condensed print, in 3 
slzes--standard, s■all, tiny, and 2 across •1th co11ents, 
or 4 across, a great paper saver if you have a lot of 
disks to catalog, See this ■onth's DON for a sa1ple, 

DIGJTclT is a disk put together by KaNartha 99ers 
including a cataloger, file printer, NAX-RLE, and TASS, a 
fairware progra1 which presents a slida shoN of RLE 
pictures. 

SINGJN6 SANPLER fro1 Ken Gilliland gives so■e exa ■ples of 
his singing 1uslc progra ■s, 

AUSSIE is a disk of ga■es and educational progra■s fro■ 

Australia, 

convert RLE files to 6IF for ■at and add color with ~yart, 
A Beta-test version of Advanced Basic is out and •e have 
that. We also have a little progra• which turns the S•an 
upside down. The library also has several Files of GIF 
pictures available, Ja■es Schroeder's Fairware disk, 
NOT~YCOPY ■ for Nyarc Controllers is in the Library, 
versions for TI and Cor-Coap are available if you need 
the■, The ~yarc version works fine on the Geneva and is 
fast, 
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PBESI □ ENT's CORNER 

"irk O'D•yer presented a ne• Southwest Ninety-Niners logo 
for consideration at the "arch 1eeting. The logo 
appearing on this ne•sletter includes changes I suggested, 
Please give us s01e feedback on the adoption of this logo 
for our group. 

There has bean i request to have a Telec011unicati0ns 
•orkshop, either an on-going •orkshop or a ona shot dail, 
If you ara intarastad in attanding or hosting this 
•orkshop please let 1a kno•. 

Tha Plink/1od11 loanar progra1 haa bean set up, Tot Wills 
voluntaerad to handla th1 billing, Pleas■ contact To■ 

~Ills or 1a for further lnfor ■ation ~nd to reserve the 
package for your use (you will need an RS232J. Ne■bers 

borro•ing this package •ill be able to access Plink (a 
national 8881 using the 8~99er 1e1bership on Plink, plus 
call any other bulletin board syste■ they •ish, including 
our o•n Cactus Patch. The Idea Is to allo• SW99ers to 

NEWS NOTES 

CDtllpfJed by BJ l'l.ilthL's 

Ed McCullough picks up the group ■ail. He reads all the 
newsletters •e receive and 1arks the ones he thinks are 
suitable for republication in our ne•sletter. As I read 
the newsletters this 1onth, I soon realized the 
possibility of including all Ed had 1arked would fill 
nearly tNo hundred pages. The best •ay for you to gain 
the advantage of our newsletter exchange is to check out 
newsletters fro■ Ida. 1 have put together so■e of the 
highlights fro■ the latest batch, 

Chicago Tl1es, Jan'89 - "ike "aksi1ik 1 Tech Talk - writes 

DOS for Tl that he is/has done as a project for 
undergraduate study in co■puter science. 

Western Ne• York, Feb'89 - Harry Brashear explains how to 
convert an entire PRBase record to Ti-Base, not Just 132 
characters of it. 

~B "onitor, Feb'89 - John 6uion offers console debugging 
help. This article is over eight pages in two colu■ns. 

Cin-Day, Feb'B9 - "arty S1oley explains how to fix a 
'dead" Extended Basic 1odule. 

Cin-Day, Dec'BB-Feb'B9 - Bob Seddon Nrites an excellent 
TI-Writer tutorial series. 
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baco■e fa■ lliar with 1ode1 usage, find out If they wish to 
purchase a 1ode1 and/or Join a national BBS, Even if you 
already have a 1ode1, you 1ay want to borrow the package 
so you can try Plink. 

Bill 6askill has recently joined the SouthWest 
Ninety-Niners, He plans to write articles for our 
newsletter, the first of the• is included this 1onth. 
Bill has written extensive tutorials on Tl-Basa and is a 
true Tl enthusiast. 

We are looking for a good place to have the Fest West in 
February 1990. We would prefer to hold it In a hotel with 
■eating roo■s, however, other places will also be 
considered provided there are hotels close by. If you 
have any suggestions please contact••• 

IJ lfithis - lfl-5046 

APRIL - DISK OF THE MONTH 

Tha Dlsk·of-tha-"onth for April 1989 contains a new 
version of BOOT. Read the Docs to see •hat changes have 
been aade, 

A Fairware 6a1e by Steven De 6eare of the Kansas City 
99ers occupies 1ost of the disk. There are several files 
containing the data for the questions. I would be 
interested to know if anyone can find out how to add neN 
files to this progra1. If you enjoy the progra■, let 
Steven kno• and send a s1all donation. 

lf you load "Al-RLE fro■ a previous disk, you can load and 
v!e~ S~LDEO, lf you don't ~¾¥9 E/A tQ !o~rl MAY-RIE, j~Rt 

add the picture to the slide progra■ fro■ last ■onth's 

disk (change data state■ents accordingly) and it will be 
shown in the slideshow. 

The FIDDLE TUNES Nould have been nice for St. Patrick's 
Day, but l didn't have the progra■ then. Better late than 
never, they say!, 

Another hy■n progra11ed by the late Bill Knecht--WHY NE? 

Catalogs for this 1onth's disks have been printed Nith the 
progra■ QUADLISTER, Fairware by Harian NieuNendaal of 
Greater Ta1pa Bay U.6. It is in our library, 

/di HcCirgir - 294-J024 
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IliE GRAPHICS WORKSHOP; 
A sign OT things to come 

by l"f.itrk O"DwY9r 

Until the advent of graphic-intensive co1puter arcade 
ga1es, the average co1puter progra1 was a very boring ite1 
to behold. Sure, 1aybe the progra1 worked •onders, but if 
it could be replaced by a si1ilar progra1 which •as 
exciting to vie• on the 1onitor or that produced exciting 
hirdcopy, It liould be replaced by the average user and 
hst! 

The tre■endous popularity of •canned Graphics• like 
C.S,G.D., Tl Artist Instances and the like is a clear 
exa1ple of the fact that the average TI user •ants to 
dress-up their hardcopy. Add to this the tidal •ave of 
fo~t; :~in; :nt:cd~cs~ ~er ~!~ •~s£~t~~ ?~~!!sh~~~• 
applications and it beco1es readily apparent that this 
trend is gaining 101entu1. 

So, •ill the workshop st ■ply beco1e a grown-up play period 
for 1e1bers who like ta 'Jazz up• their printer output? 
No, that opportunity •ill exist, but the focus I have in 
■ ind for the workshop is to produce and direct projects 
that •ill have an i1pact on the entire Tl Co11untty. 
Bringing these projects fro■ the Idea level to the point 
of sale level, and to do this by Fest West '90. 

For instance, just one of the ideas I Intend to cultivate 
involves the creation of an Asse■bly Language Graphics 
Operating Syste1I Wouldn't it be nice to re-design the 
boring screen displays !and printer output) In your 1ost 
c011only used pr0gra1s? That's one idea... I think up 
new ones every day. 

Ho• about your ideas, 1aybe you know nothing about 
graphics but have an idea that could benefit fro• the 
input of exciting graphics. Every idea •ill be heard and 
voted on, those that sho• particular pro1ise •Ill beco1e 
projects. 

I expect that the •orkshop •ill beco1e an 'Idea Generator' 
and as they say, 'there's nothing 1ore powerful than an 
idea •hose ti1e has co1e. 1 

Those of you •ho feel that there's no contribution you 
could possibly ■ake couldn't be ■ore 1istaken. If you 
can't think of one, co1e to the ■eatings, you' 11 soon be 
flooded •ith ideas. 

When Fest ~est '90 arrives, I •ant to sea a dozen 
spellbound ■onitor-watchers at our booth every tl ■e I •alk 
by, Together you and I can ■aka that happen, but don't 
hesitate to get Involved ... these projects Nill take lots 
of ti1a and energy to bring to co1pletion and YOUR input 
is needed. See you there ! 
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ITJS A 
DYNAMITE 

IDE ! 

CALL MARK 
747-5744 

IRVINGTON 

S,DESERT SPRINGS 

VALENCIA 

I CALL: 747-5744 I ffi 
W+E 

s 
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MARCH SW99ERS' MINUTES 

Thursdc1y l'f«rch 2, .1989 

1, Pres. BJ Nathis called on 1e1bers who attended FestWest 
in San Diego to tell the group what i1pressed the1 the 
1ost at the TI Fair. Ida NcCarger was i1pressed by the 
nu1ber of people who had co1e such great distances, the 
east coast and Canada. Wesley Eng was fascinated by 
the abundance of software available and the presence of 
several of the authors, Jack Mathis was interested in 
the hardware that was on sale at very reasonable prices 
and Yery pleased at the opportunity to talk with the 
progra11ers of 1any of the outstanding progra1s we have 
been using. Al Ar ■strong felt the 10st interesting 
hardware •as the BO colu1n Advanced Yideo Processor 
Card fro• OIJIT Syste1s of San Diego, the general 
co■raderie and the opportunity to see and talk to a lot 
of the people we have read and heard a lot about in the 
TI Co11unity. Ed NcCullough liked having the chance to 
talk •ith and exchange ideas with those people we know 
only by their na1es as authors of great progra1s, to 
listen to their lectures or de1os of current and brand 
new software, and hear the■ discuss t11ings in the 
seainars one wouldn't ordinarily get to hear. For 
exa■ple, a ■an was in the Video 6a1e roo1, playing the 
Valentine ga1e on an expanded 4A syste1. The kids were 
pr01pting hi• and offering suggestions on how he should 
play the ga■e, He c01pleted the ga1e successfully, 
without ever telling the• •ho he was. Later in the 
day, Ray Kazaer gave a de1onstration on how to play the 
gaae, to the adults. At the conclusion, he related the 
incident of the kids roo1 and ad11tted that s01e of the 
kids had so■e very good suggestions. He never did tell 
the kids he •as the author! 

2, ~e now have a loaner Mode• available to use on 
Peoplelink. Before •e can begin the progra1, however, 
we need a volunteer person to take over the billing 
responsibility for the first 1onth. Those who are 

ASGARD NEWS 

by Id« l'fcC«rg.,;,r 

I just received 1y 4th issue of Yol.1 of Asgard News. So 
far, each issue has contained 1ore infor,ation and 1ore 
articles than the last and this one is no exception. The 
article 'The NEW 99/4A" tells all the ways you can expand 
and upgrade your c01puter and enu1erates the ■any new 
progra ■s available, so that you can 1ake your 99/4A 
co1pete with whatever any other c01puter has to offer. 
There is an announce1ent of a contest for hardware design, 
results of a User Group survey, an article on the 9900 
1icroprocessor, and another Tl-Base tutorial by Jack 
Sughrue. Harry Brashear writes about User Groups that 
succeed and those that fail, Geneva Corner lists a couple 
dozen 10re software progra1s(PD or Fairwarel now available 
for the 9640. Beginner's Corner begins a Tutorial on the 
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interested in participating should contact Toi Wills or 
BJ to get their na1es on the •aiting list. 

3, The SW99ers were asked to host the 1990 FestWest. We 
couldn't give a definite answer until we could get the 
go-ahead fro■ the group 1e1bership. After c011ents of 
a favorable nature by several 1e1bers, it was put to a 
vote. It was apparent group 1e1bers wished to do it, 
so the 1otion carried. 

4. Nark O'Dwyer reported on a case pending in Texas in 
which the telephone co■pany is trying to get the 
authority to apply a surcharge on the use of Node1s. 
This could put a heavy da1per on the use of Bulletin 
Boards, 

Nark showed us his proposal for a new SW99ers logo. 

He Mishes to establish a brainstor1ing or interactive 
foru1 within the club, for developing ideas that can be 
planned and conducted through the production stage, 

Nark, also, will host a graphics workshop a couple 
ti ■es a 10nth at his ho1e. Anyone interested is 
invited to attend. 

S. Harry Brashear gave SW99ers so■e ink by 1entioning our 
overlay strips in the NJCROpendtu■ Feb '89. BJ said •e 
need s01e volunteers to help in cutting and ■arking 

1ore overlays. 

6. Toi D'Angelo gave a talk on printers in general and how 
they •ork in conjunction with the co■puter. He 
discussed the Star Nl-1000 in particular and then gave 
a brief overview of the Rainbow. 

Ed HcCullough, Secret,ry 

Data Base concept, and there are 3 pages of the latest 
Net1s and Ru1ors about what's happening in the Tl/9b40 
world. Another plus--the publication has been appearing 
on ti1e, and it is still arriving by First Class 1ail, 

There are other features, such as Progra1s obtainable for 
SI plus a blank disk, Ne• product announce1ents, letters, 
and a report on PRESS. 

This is an excellent publication and it along with 
Nicropendiu1 should be considered a 1ust for Tl/9640 
users. It is still available at the special rate of t9 
for 4 issues--subscription for1s are in the library. 
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FOUR-A/TALK 

RANDOM RAMBLINGS ABOUT THINGS TI. 
by B.ill GdskJ"JJ - Hc1rch I9B9 

DISCOVERIES: 

I receivad a call fro1 Ed Edwards of the Cedar Valley 
99ers in Cedar Rapids, Iowa the other night. Ed 111as 
calling on behalf of Ji1 Reiss, author of the excellent 
software progra1 TYPEWRITER that is distributed by Asgard 
Software. The Jlst of the conversation involved Jl1's 
concern over 1y co11ent in the January '89 Four-A/Talk 
article about TYPEWRITER not being c01patible with any of 
the loaders I had except the E/A 10dule, After so■a 

investigation and experi1entation Ed and I discovered that 
the incoapatibllity occurred only when running "enu Yo,4 

which I had si1ply been tao lazy to do in the past, I 
discovered that TYPEWRITER 1110rked flawlessly, Sa the 
1essage I would like ta convey to ail who read Four-A/Talk 
is that TYPEWRITER DOES work properly with all loaders 
available, including the John Johnson loader froa the 
Horizon Ra1 Disk, FunnalWeb, E/A, Barry Boone's XB/EA 
loader etc, It does not work with the ROS that coaes with 
Menu Vo.4 for the Horizon Ri■ disk, Sorry Ji ■ ! 

Along the saae lines, I also received a letter fro1 Chris 
Bobbitt of Asgard SoftNara suggesting thit the ROS 1ay be 
the proble1. But the real 1aat of the latter contained 
so■e interesting infor ■atian about Ji ■ Reiss and the 
future of his contributions to the 4A co■■unlty, 

According to Chris, he 1et Ji1 on Co1puServa so■e ■onths 

ago and discovered that Ji1, who is an under-graduate at 
Cornell University, was looking for a short project 
involving the Tl-99, Since Chris had a few in ■ ind the 
relationship was Dff and running. TYPEWRITER apparently 
is only the first (but hopefully not the lastl Ji ■ Reiss 
product that we will sea. I also discovered fro■ Chris' 
letter that TYPEWRITER will be available In 1odule fora 
shortly and will be introduced in the ~arch 1989 Triton 

keep Ji ■ and others with his kind of talent Interested in 
writing for our co11unity, 

OTHER DISCOVERIES: 

Jeff Bunting of the Roanoke Valley 99ers Box 12522 
Roanoke, Va. 24012 has written an asseably language 
cryptogra1 solver that you ■ay purchase for a 15 Shareware 
fee. Jeff gives credit to Leonard "organ Jr., Barry 
Traver and Wayne Stith for help with the project. I a ■ 

not fa■ iliar with Leonard "organ, but everyone knows 111ho 
Barry Traver Is of course and Wayne Stith is fast beco1ing 
another of the 1overs and shakers in the co11unlty. His 
K111ikFont tutorial stands out as the best novice's 
introduction to asse1bly language progra11ing I have ever 
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seen, and now he has introduced TRIAD, the disk 1anager, 
text editor and teleco11unications package rolled into 
one, The end result of the collaboration for the 
Cryptogra1 solver ls a neat looking progra■, If youcare a 
cryptogra■ buff, you need Jeff's offering, 

Mika Wright, 45 Centerville Drive, Balea, New Ha■psh!ra 

03079 has produced a booklet that is a 1ust for every 
99er. It is over 40 laser printed pages listing 99/4A 
books and their descriptions, disk, tape and ■odule 

software produced by TI, the 1983 price list for 99/4A 
products before the bailout, inforaation on the Valu-Paks 
TI of~tH!'!tl Mltl ,or!', I picked up 1y r.npv 1t the Fest-lllPet 
for 95,00, I would guess that you can order yours fro■ 

Mike for 95.00 plus around $2,00 1ora to cover the cost of 
packaging and 1a i Ii ng, It is a superb S7, 00 i nvestaent, 

THASE: 

Alan Cole1an of Cincinnati, Ohio, who does his co1puting 
on the 9640, wrote ■ea fa• weeks back asking for so■e 

help on a student grading prograa he Nas trying to write 
in Tl-Base, The task that he Nanted to acco1plish Nie 

two-phased, First it involved entering five different 
grades in a record then su11ing tha1, dividing the results 
to get an average and then storing the average In a 
separate field in the sa1a record as the original five 
grades. The second part involved entering five quiz 
scores Into a record along with two test scores, Alan 
then wanted the quiz scores su11ed and averaged and the 
results placed in a separate field within the sa1e record 
just as he did on the first part of the task. But then, 
the average of the five quizzes and the two test scores 
also had to be su11ed and averaged and the results of that 
co1putatlon ~ritten to a separate field in the sa■e 

record, It was a fun challenge that turned out quite 

create a ■enu-driven syste1 to get the job done, Alan was 
quite pleased and was gracious enough to send •e a few 
dollars for ■y ti ■e and effort, 111hich I REALLY 
appreciated, Thanks Alan! 

Anyway, out of the entire effort ca1e a co11and file for 
Tl-Base that builds a NENU that I thought l 111ould share 
Nith you, since 1enus are always a useful tool In any 
co■puting environ■ent. The file that follows is actually 
an abbreviated version done so to save space, But the 
concept and technique used are what's i1portant. The 1enu 
can be expanded to Include ■any ■ore options, 

!n the NENU the CHOIRENT, CHOIRUPD, GNUSENT and GNUSUPD 
na■es listed after the DO stateaents are other Tl-Base 
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co11and files that are 'RUN' by the ■enu. Each of those 
co11and files end Mith a RETURN that causes the NENU file 
to be re-RUN upon exiting any of the 1enu options. Any 
nu1ber keyed in that is outside of the valid options 
listed causes the NENU file to be executed again, so you 
can't ■ake a 1istake that Mill crash the file, 

a aenu 
SET TALK OFF 
SET RECNUft OFF 
SET HEADING OFF 
CLEAR 
LOCAL AC 2 
WHILE A O 1 01 

CLEAR 
~R!TE 2,2 • ~~!~ s¥e!~~ ~E~u· 
WRITE 3,8 • ----------------· 
WRITE 518 "I - Enter Choir data• 
MRITE &,8 12 - Update Choir data• 
WRITE 7,8 •3 - Enter 61usic data• 
WRITE 8,8 '4 - Update 61usic data• 
WRITE 9,B ·o - Exit' 
WRITE 19,b 'Selection Nu1ber: 1 

READ8TRIN6 19,18 A 
IF A = •o• 
CLEAR 
RETURN 
ELSE 
DDCASE 

CABE A= 1 !1 

DO CHOIREHT 
BREAK 

CABE A= 1 21 

DO CHOIRUPD 
BREAK 

CABE A= 1 31 

DO GNUBENT 
BREAK 

CABE A= 1 41 

oo oiiuoii?~ 
BREAK 

CASE 1= I 
REPLACE A WITH 'X' 
BREAK 

ENDCASE 
IF AO"X' 
CLEAR 
ENDIF 

END!F 
ENDIIHJLE 
RETURN 
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FEST-IIEST '89: 

I spent a weekend in San Diego February 19-19 at tha 
beautiful Clarion Hotel, ■eating scads of neat people at 
the 1989 version of Fest-West. What a great ti1e! If you 
have never been to any of the 1ajor TI faires like the 
TICOFF In Ne• Jersey, the Chicago Faire in Illinois or the 
Fest-West Mhich is al•ays s01ewhere in the Nestern states 
each year, you really should go to one. Aside fro1 the 
fabulous products and se1inars available, you Mill usually 
rub shoulders Mith 1ost of the ■overs and shakers in the 
Tl co11unity. Nany of the■ Mere in attendance at 
Fest-West '89. Regena, Barry Traver fro• Genial 
Co1puterware, Steve "8hr and Roger Nerritt fro■ 

Co1prodlne, Terrie Nasters and Fred Noore fro• the LA 
Users Group, Jerry Pries fro■ Tex Co1p, Toi Fres1an and 
Ji ■ loh1eyer fro■ T and J SoftMare, Rich Carroll fro■ 

John NcDer1ott fro■ Rave99, Ray Kaz1er of WoodStock fa1e, 
T.A.P.E. Mith their innovative 1ouse syste1 and other 
goodies for the 99 Mas there as Mare BJ and Jack Nathis 
fro■ the Southllest 99ers in Tucson. The Nathis fa1ily 
1e1bers Mere featured in the Dace1bar 1988 edition of PC 
C01puting 1agazine In a 1arvelou1 article aoout orphant, 
co1putar1 entitled 'Gone But Not Forgotten•. 

As an infor■ation ite1 for you PR BABE Y2,1 users, Jack 
Nathis has re-written the PR BABE utilities progra1s by 
John Johnson to Nork Mith the Nike Dodd Y2.l version of PR 
BASE, If you are interested In procuring a copy •rite to 
Jack care of the Southwest 99ers, Box 17831 Tucson, Az. 
85730, Jack is an up and co■ ing asse1bly language 
progra11er Nho I hope to hear 1ore fro■ in the future. 

I never asked ibout the actual attendance figures, but 
can reasonably say that attendance Ni& Nell into the 
hundreds, It 11as so neat to be apart of it all. Fest 
coordinator Woody Wilson even let 1e give a se■ inar on 
Tl-Base on Saturday aft2rnoon, Other se■ inars were glvan 
by Regena, Barry Traver and lloody hi1self. The Fest 11as 
sponsored this year by the Southern California Co1puter 
Gtcup, CGA 2118! El Ct1j:n, Ca. 92021. Th;~~s to thg 

ladies and gentle1en of the SCCG for their hard Mork and 
excellent organization. lt Mas a GREAT event! There is 
talk already of Fest-~est '90 taking place in Tucson. I 
hope so, I've never been to Tucson and I can't think of a 
better excuse to go than a TI Faire. 

COftPRODINE: 

Co1prodine is an acrony1 for COftputer PROgra11ers 
Distribution NEtwork, The Fir■ is owned by Rodger Nerritt 
and Steve ~ehr, Thanks to the progra11ing wizardry of 
Rodger and the aarketing where·Mith-311 of Steve, the 
co1pany offers s01e of the neatest graphics oriented 
software ever produced for the 99i4A. Besides the 
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PRINT-IT progra1 l already own fro■ the■, I was able to 
pick up For• Shop, Jiffy Card and Jiffy Flyer, If you 
ever need to produce professional printed 1aterial for any 
purpose, Co1prodlne is the co■pany to contact. If you are 
a Co1puter Shopper subscriber you can read all about For• 
Shop in the February 1989 edition in the Tl Foru1 colu1n 
authored by Barry Traver, Co■prodine's address is 1949 
Evergreen Ave., Fullerton, Cal, 92bJ5. 

TRIVIA: 

Talk about off-the-wall trivia! Did you know that 
California Drea■ers Inc., Chicago, Illinois oOblO, 
produced a beautiful greeting Cird that feituras the beige 
version of the 99/4A console on the front of the card 
with a 1essage inside the card that reads, 'I'd love t~ 
progra■ your software•? Unreal! The layout was designed by 
Jls Llsn~~•t, ~ha Ii¥~~ 1 9Qe, 1 but It is not a na■a that 
I have ever seen anywhere, The card is copyrighted 19B4, 
which ■eans it was done after the "bailout• by Tl. Wonder 
why he chose our 1achine? Glad he did at any rate. 

"ICRDdex for Tl-Base: 

In the January 'B9 Four-A/TALK I introduced the NICROdax 
progra1 and data base for publications referencing, This 
ti ■e I a■ going to tell you about NICROdex for Tl-Base, 

Because I find TI-Base to be the 1oet powerful and 
flexible data baas 1anage1ant systs■ available for the Tl, 
and because there are over 1000 copies of it out thsre in 
the co1111nity already, I have written the NICROdax library 
files in Tl-Base for ■at. This ■eane that Tl-Base owners 
can now have access to the thousands of indexed ite■s that 
are found in the NICROdex libraries, The NlCROdex for 
Tl-Base syste1 contains Tl-99/4A indexes for 99er/Ho■e 
C01puter Nagazine, Co■pute! 1agazine, NICROpendiu1 and 
1iscellaneous files for Enthusiast 99, Super 99 Nonthly, 
The S■art Progra11er and others. 

MICROdex for Tl-Base is entirely 1enu driven with no 
co11and file progra■■ ing reau1red. !t perfor ■s so■e of 
the fastest searches available in any 99/4A data base and 
supports both displayed and printed output, If you have 
ever read so■ething on the 99/4A or 6eneve and wanted to 
find it again, this is the tool for you. Aside fro• being 
an excellent reference library, it also gives you a host 
of Tl-Base co11and file exa ■ples that you can 1odify for 
other uses. NICROdex for Tl-Base will be available 
through Texa•e~ts in the next couple of weeks, Look for 
it. 
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LET'S Ger ACQUAINTED! 

by TOIIW 1#1.i,/,/s 

This 1onth's guest personality is one of our user groups 
1ore active 1e1bers, This very busy lady 1s none other 
than our own Ida ~cCargar. 

ldi, who has bean a S~99U6 1e1ber since Nove1ber of 1985, 
refers to herself as a 'septuagenarian• !and a very young 
one in 1y opinion), Ida and her husband, Harold, have 
lived at 5428 "adison Stravenue since 1960, •hen all there 
was in that area was desert. Ida's telephone nu■ber is 
(602) 294-3024. 

Ida was born, raised, educated, and raised her own fa■ily 

in Western Ne• York state, near what she calls the Niagara 
Frontier, Ida studied at Syracuse University in their 
Scnool of Library Science, lda haa 1oveo to focscn in 
1960, and returned to New York to go to school in 1908! ! 
Two of her Daughters are also Librarians, one of which is 
helping introduce co1puters Into libraries, 

Ida and Harold have one son and three daughters, plus 
eight grandsons and two granddaughters. Ida retired In 
19&3 fro■ the Tucson Unified School District. She started 
the Centralized Library Services and wae responsible for 
cataloging books and AudiocV!sual ■aterials for the entire 
school district while a1ployed there. 

Ida is in charge of our Hard Copy Library, has been 
cataloging newsletter articles (no s■all task!l, and Is 
no• also working with our Falrwara Library. Ida also 
attends the Geneva SIG, th~ General Users 816, and 
•hatevar else she can, and usually ends up being a good 
contributing 1e1ber, Ida has also attended the 1988 and 
1989 Fest Wests, A■ong s01e of her other activities on 
behalf of our U.G. is her contributions to the newsletter 
(Ida, where do you find both the ti ■ e and the energy???!, 

lda's c01puter setup consists of the folloNing: Setup 11 
consists of a Geneva 9&40, a P.E. Box, a Horizon ra ■dlsk, 

2 Uisk arives, a ~lHkC 01s~ contrui;dt, ~ n.-10 printer, 
an Avatex 1200 1ode1, and a RS232 card. Setup 12 consists 
of a TI-99/4A console, a Tl disk controller, a 32k ■e■ory 

card, one disk drive, and a progra■ recorder. Plus 1uch 
software and other fir1Nare. Ida says she would also like 
to get the new Nyarc Hard Disk and Floppy Disk Controller, 

Ida uses her co1puter for a variety of purposes, including 
so■e church work, word processing, ga■es lfor enterta1ning 
her grandchildren, so she says,.,), teleco11unications, 
recipes, financial recording, and 1uch user group work, 
including the Disk Of the Nonth, cataloging newsletters, 
copying Fairware, and so■e U.5. correspondence. 
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TI-CARE FORUM 

rrDIII Ne#S or tl1e Hurst fT.¥) Computer UG v.i« Houston LIS 

As part of a continuing effort to enhance support 
services, Tl-CARE has introduced an on-line bulletin board 
that gives custo1ers technical assistance and the latest 
ne•e about TI-CARE and Tl, 

The board called the 'TI-CARE Foru1•, is a 1ulti·line 
syste1 •hich per1its siaultaneous access by 1ultiple 
users. It is available 24 hours a day, seven days a •eek, 
and can be accessed using al1ost any Bell 212a coapatible 
1odet at baud rates of 300, 1200, and 2400, 

Any u:m 11i10 uiais up tha rcru; can peruse gener;,i 
infornation about Tl, its products and services; vie• 
product detonstrations; and read itportant announce1ents. 

Users •ho have purchased TI-CARE Support Services for 
specific soft•are and hardware products 1ay access 
technical infortation for those porducts, The technical 
titerial includes direct responses to technical questions 
asked by others. It also allows the user to download 
files frot the Forut to a retote sytet, The Foru1 has 
been designed for ease of use with on-line help and tenu 

BUYER'S GUIDE 

driven functions, Special features help 1axi1ize the 
user's tite, For exatple, there are separate file areas 
for each product. Also, a key search can be run in 
background aode •hlle the user perfor ■s another task, 

Tl-CARE expects users to enjoy the Forut's advantages of 
l1tediate access to infor1ation, instead of waiting for 
dSsistance over the phone, In addition, the Forut allows 
custoters to obtain selected TI o•ned software product 
updates electronically, saving the 1ail-ti1e of 
conventional distribution, 

There is no connection charge or user fees for access to 
general lnfor1ation on the Foru1; the only cost is the 
phone call, The technical assistance Is available througn 
subscription to Tl-CARE Support Services, 

For tore lnfor ■ation, you .ay dial directly into general 
infortation section of the Forut at: !5121250-6112 -
tode1, Or, if you would like to discuss the Forut, please 
call (800)847-5757 - voice. 

The foJJ1»1in9 infor1.tion is provided .s i service to our •nbers. The itns listed .re for s.ie by the indiriduils 

indicated ind ifl subject to prior Sile, The group .ssu•n no responsibility for ite1s listed and 1.k11s no cliiu JS 

to their condition or interface Cipibi I ity liith the T!-99/~A co•puter. On/ y co1put11r related i te1s Iii JJ be accepted 

for pub/icitlon in this ne#Sletter. 

TI Extended Basic S25, Editor Assatbler fne•l t!O, Logo II 
SIO, Hate Budget ~anage1ent S3, Tsrtinal E1ulator II S7, 
Personal Record Keeping t4, Personal Real Estate S4, Early 
Reading S7, Alligator Nix S3, Hunt the Wutpus t3, TI 
Invaders $3 1 "unch1an 13, Parsec t4. ~.Qg!!L Progra1s for 
the Tl Hate Cotputer t3, Introduction to Assetbly Language 
for the Tl Ho1e Co1puter, 6a1es Tis Play t3, Co1puter 
Playground t3, The Best Texas lnstru1ents Soft•are $2, The 
Best of Tl 99/4A Cartridges S2. Call Jack or BJ 747-5046, 

TI-99/4A Console, Expansion Box •/CorC01p RS232, TI 32K, 
TI Disk Controller, SSSO Disk Drive, TI Extended Basic, 
Editor Assetbler, Nultiplan, Writer, Personal Real Estate, 
t380. Optionally 2 DSDD half height drives, Call Dick 
Paschal 790-4779. 
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Parsec •4, Donkey Kong sa, Big Foot ,a. Call Dick Paschal 
790-4779. 

TJ-99/4A Console, Speech Synthesizer, TI Joysticks, 7 
aodules, 24 basic prograts on cassette, take offer. Call 
Sue "cLaughlln 297-9804, 

fRoM SOUTHWEST HINETY·NINERS; Printer Ribbons for Star 
Micronics Ml-10 t4,50ea. ~ NX-1000 t3ea., Tractor feed 
one-across 1ailing labels 500/tl, Cassette Cables t3, 
Personal Record Keeping t4, Tax lnvestaent/Record Keeping 
13, Hote Budget "•nagetent S3, ~oaks: The Writers by Harry 
Brashear t3ea,, Hots Publishing by Harry Brashear w/disk 
tl5ea., 'Best• Ne•sletter t5ea,, Using~ Progra1ting the 
TI-99/4A lb, Call Jack or BJ 747-5046, 


